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A Hazelwood Central student who missed his high school graduation after receiving a heart 
transplant received a special graduation surprise from New England Patriots

‘I’m proud of you’: St. Louis heart transplant 

recipient gets high school graduation surprise 

from Tom Brady

June 3, 2019 

ST. LOUIS — A Hazelwood Central High School senior who missed his graduation while recovering 

from heart transplant had a special graduation ceremony at Cardinal Glennon.

Two weeks ago, Shaun Patterson didn’t have the strength to get out of his bed. On Monday, he 
walked to the podium to accept his high school diploma. Patterson was born with a heart condition, but 
this past spring he realized something wasn’t right while he was at school.
“I couldn't walk to my classes as fast as I could,” Patterson said.
He would spend the next 91 days at Cardinal Glennon in need of a new heart. The scholar said it was no 
problem staying on top of most of his school work while recovering. 
“It was just the math part,” he said. “Everything else went OK.”
Patterson normally uses a wheelchair until his heart is stronger. But on Monday he impressed family, friends, 
teachers, and his medical team when he stood up to accept his diploma.
However, the biggest surprise of the morning was a special video to Patterson from his favorite athlete, Tom 
Brady.
“I’m really proud of you and all the things that you’ve accomplished thus far,” Brady said in the video.
“It was very surprising. I was at a loss for words,” Patterson said.
The graduate isn’t letting his recovery get in the way of academics. 
“I am going to do online classes and stay home and heal at the same time,” he explained.
Another step down his long road to recovery and a college degree. Patterson plans on enrolling at Lindenwood
University to pursue his dream to become a sports analyst.
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